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XIENCE ON THE AR

SCIENCE NEWS prints the latest written word of scientific developments and noteworthy news. We've set this space
aside to inform our readers of programs of scientific interest that are scheduled on television and radio. Check your

local listings for exact times.

o Feb. 3 (pBs) National Geographic Soci-
ety — “Egypt: Quest for Eternity” looks
at the legacy left by ancient Egyptians,
who spent lifetimes preparing for life after
death. The focus of the program is on
Ramses II, one of history’s most prolific
builders and an influence on nearly all of
ancient Egypt’s surviving temples and
monuments. Two teams of Americans are
currently working to preserve this legacy
from the ravages of the elements and van-
dalism.

Anne B K Krumbhaar. ¢ NGS 1981

Series

e (rBs) “Life on Earth”: Feb. 2 “The
Swarming Hordes” examines the sym-
biotic relationship between plants and in-
sects; Feb. 9 “Conquest of the Waters”
looks at the world of fish, with 30,000
species ranging from those that live in
100-degree water to those that live in the
freezing Antarctic; Feb. 16 “Invasion of
the Land,” in examining the ancestors of
amphibians, includes the first films of a
coalacanth, a fish thought until 1938 to be
extinct; Feb. 23 “Victors of the Dry
Land” features the Galapagos Islands, the
last places on earth ruled by reptiles.

® (pBs) “The Natural History of a Sun-
beam”: Feb. 6 “Light and Life, Part I1”
looks at experimental evidence to demon-
strate sunlight’s role in the formation of
molecules; Feb. 13 “A Leaf from Nature,
Part I” unlocks the secret of earth’s energy
production cycle, using ordinary and ex-
traordinary substances; Feb. 20 “A Leaf
from Nature, Part II” probes the mys-
teries of photosynthesis using such
sophisticated methods as laser technol-
ogy and “streak” photography; Feb. 27
“Candles from the Sun, Part I” is a sur-
vey of methods used for supplying light
and heat, from the discovery of fire to the
utilization of fossil fuels.

® “Omni” is a syndicated science series
of one-half-hour programs inspired by
OMNI magazine. Check local listings for
more complete program information.
Week of Feb. 1 features a look at a new
airplane that is revolutionizing the sport of
weekend flying. oil and mineral explora-
tion in space and a gas-producing tree in
Brazil; week of Feb. 8 includes a segment
on the use of electromagnetism to pro-
mote healing of severely damaged bones
and blood vessels, an imaginary trip
through the solar system in the year 2500
and a look at the first generation of “com-
puter children”; week of Feb. 15 examines
a simple diagnostic test for spinal menin-
gitis using the blood of the horseshoe
crab, the possibility of controlling extreme
weather conditions from space and shows
the many uses to which lasers are being
put; week of Feb. 22 features an overview
of past and present robots, including Om-
nivac, the first robot to act on instructions
from a human voice.

o(rBs) “NOVA”: Feb. 7 “Finding a Voice”
explores the most severe speech disabili-
ties with Dick Boydell, a victim of cerebral
palsy who demonstrates technical break-
throughs that allow those with speech
handicaps to communicate; Feb. 14 “The
Video Explosion” looks at the past, pres-
ent and future of American television, in-
cluding the controversy among TV
analysts about how advances in technol-
ogy will affect TV viewers; Feb. 21 “The
Asteroid and the Dinosaur” examines
the theory proposed by physicist Luis Al-
varez, his son Walter, a geologist, and nu-
clear chemists Frank Asaro and Helen
Michel to explain the sudden extinction of
dinosaurs 65 million years ago; Feb. 28
“Life: Patent Pending” is a close-up look
at genetic engineering breakthroughs and
their impact on industry, medicine and
academia.
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