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Letters

City critters

Although city dwellers are often wary when
dealing with feral or otherwise unfamiliar ani-
mals (“The Concrete Jungle,” SN: 12/14/85, p.
380), there are many of them who truly care
and endeavor to preserve urban wildlife. It is
not uncommon for urban wildlife, especially
small terrestrial animals such as squirrels, to
come in contact with hazards unimagined by
their wild cousins. Cars, bulldozers and other
heavy machinery commonly injure urban
wildlife. Occasionally, domestic animals and
people will also injure wild animals.

The University of Pennsylvania School of
Veterinary Medicine has a wildlife service run
by students and faculty advisers. The service
provides free veterinary care to injured wild-
life referred through other veterinarians, cli-
ents, etc. There is enough concern in the
Philadelphia area for the service to see over
300 cases in one year, ranging from abandoned
nestlings to hawks afflicted with “bumblefoot™
or multiple fractures. It is the policy of the
wildlife service to discourage people from
picking up animals considered to be in the
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high-risk group for rabies. In the Atlantic
Coast region, these include raccoons, bats,
squirrels and foxes.

| feel that concern for urban wildlife welfare

is present, yet some of the “less cuddly” spe-

cies could probably use a boost. This can be

done by increasing people’s understanding of

the benefits presented by an urban ecosystem

aswell as their awareness of the services avail-
able to deal with its animal inhabitants.

Jaime F Modiano

University of Pennsylvania

School of Veterinary Medicine

Class of 1988

Philadelphia, Pa.

It seems too bad stray dogs are seen by
many as the most aggravating of urban wildlife
species, when far too often the responsibility
for the tragic condition of an unwanted animal
traces to malnourishment, terror and contact
with a cruel human being.

As a member of the Memphis Humane So-
ciety, | have seen people leave on vacation
with pets left to fend for themselves. People

move and leave dogs chained to the fence, or
turn them out in the country to survive, rea-
soning, “Dogs have fur coats, so why worry in
the bitter cold?”

Dogs give far more in affection, compan-
ionship and protection from intruders than
they require in return — decent food, clean
water, a warm place to stay and kind words
with a hug when the job is well done.

Nan E. Grosmaire
Memphis, Tenn.

The spider, which appears as an “unwel-
come insect” in “The Concrete Jungle," is in-
deed an entity of the same phylum (Arthro-
poda) as an insect, but in actuality is not an
insect at all. Spiders, which are arachnids, are
characterized by eight legs, whereas insects,
class Insecta, have six.

Cockroaches, bedbugs and even fleas are
true insects and are as unwelcome in the home
as spiders!

Gary N. Bullinger
Aurora, Ill.

My apologies to the insect world, and others.
— D.D. Edwards
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