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Letters
Long live the feeble fruit fly

Let’s hope the folksin Florida don't rush out
and kill off all the fruit fly larvae with no af-
finity for tough-skinned citrus (“Helping cit-
rus tough it out,” SN: 10/25/86, p.265). The
strategy of assuring that larvae enfeebled to
the tough-skinned immature fruit can re-
produce seems to be an elegant approach to
survival. In the spirit of the rodent analogy, a
better mousetrap is unnecessary if the popu-
lation of mice stays sufficiently stupid. It may
become the sport of fruit flies to see these en-
gineers “hoisted with their own petard.”

Fred T Padgett
Edgewood, Ky.

The brain as hologram

“Million-Cell Memories” (SN: 11/15/86,
p.313) disputes the notion that memory is
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stored in specific areas of the brain as an “en-
gram” for any particular event. This is quite
consistent with the holographic theory of
brain function supported by Pribram and
Bohm.

In a hologram, every element of the subject
is distributed throughout the photographic
plate, making it possible to reconstruct the
entire original image from any portion of the
picture. In this paradigm, the brain stores
memory and deals with interactions by inter-
preting and integrating frequencies, retaining
the data not in a localized area but dispersed
throughout its substance.

As Adey notes, this may be accomplished
by the transmission and amplification of
weak amounts of electrical energies at cell
membrane surfaces, as suggested by the ac-
companying color-coded brain images. Re-
cent research reveals that external applica-
tion of similar low levels of electromagnetic
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energy may also have important therapeutic
applications in the treatment of insomnia,
anxiety and other stress-related problems.
These effects also invoke a cascade of interac-
tive influences that extend throughout the
central nervous system, involving other ho-
meostatic agencies such as the immune sys-
tem, which, like the brain, also remembers.

Paul J. Rosch

President
American Institute of Stress
Yonkers, N.Y
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