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draws on his expertise in quantum

physics to tell the story of one of the
greatest and most dramatic discoveries of
twentieth-century science. His search for the
elusive double helix takes us through the twists
and turns of disappointment and discovery on
a fascinating quest to the source of life itself. In
clear, straightforward langudge, he presents
the lives and thoughts of the men and women
whose pioneering work in physics, biology,
genetics and chemistry combined to provide
a basic understanding of how life evolved —
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and continues to evolve — on earth. He follows
the trail of discovery from X-rays, mutations,
quanturn mechanics, the molecular clock
and sexual reproduction — all the way to the
innermost workings of the human cell. And he
shows how modern science first learned to
“crack” the genetic code of life and the
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Now stargazers from both hemispheres can share
ESO’s explorations through 90 color plates and 147
black-and-white photographs that provide breathtaking
testimony to the state-of-the-art combination of astro-
photographic and printing technology. Extensive cap-
tions by the expert author team, 31 reference maps,
tables of plate data and indexes complement the
images, enabling readers to locate and understand the
significance of each object. Of special interest are
photographs of recent Southern Sky events like Super-
nova 1987A and Halley's Comet, and a four-foot,
panoramic poster of the Milkky Way as it appears to a
nighttime observer. — from the publisher

“It is far more than an atlas. As a picture book it is spectacular,
containing well over 200 of the finest photographs from ESO at
La Silla, Chile. But the organization and completeness of the
collection make this a valuable reference guide to the southern
sky, and the extensive, well-written captions convey a wealth of
authoritative information.” — Sky & Telescope




