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Letters
Milk banking’s benefits for babies

In his letter “Making the case for formula”
(SN:6/19/93, p.387), Gerald Keep urges further
formula research on behalf of babies who
cannot be breastfed. There is an alternative for
them: milk banks.

Like blood banks, milk banks give life and
health to those whose natural source of the
banked product is not available. Unlike blood,
milk can be pasteurized to ensure its safety.
Blood banks exist because there is no equiva-
lent of human blood. There is also no equiva-
lent of human milk. As one example, human
milk has over 300 known components; artifi-
cial substitutes include only about one-fifth of
those, in very approximate forms and
amounts.

The World Health Organization and UNICEF
rank acceptable infant feeding as follows: first,
breastfeeding; second, the mother’s own milk,
expressed for her child; third, milk from an-
other human mother; and fourth, artificial
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baby milk. No baby deserves fourth best,
whatever the circumstances.

Formula research dollars would be better
spent establishing more milk banks to guaran-
tee that every baby receives human milk.

Diane Wiessinger
Lactation Consultant
Ithaca, NY

I understand Mr. Keep's perspective and
the pain and outrage he must feel when
formula, the food he and many others must
feed their babies, is shown to be sadly inferior
to breast milk.

But I submit that further research on how to
make a better formula is not the most logical
way to go. Most of the necessary research has
already been done into the proper protocols
for making banked human milk safe: All that
remains is the clear thinking required to see
the solution in the first place.

Human milk is the best milk for human
babies. Adopted babies, orphans, and babies
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of mothers who cannot themselves breastfeed

deserve human milk too. That is the bottom
line.

Sandra Yates

North Vancouver, British Columbia

PI-in-a-box: Joint MIT, Ames effort
Thank you for mentioning Principal-Investi-
gator-in-a-Box in your article “Al at work: From
prisons to autos to space” (SN: 7/17/93, p.37).
As chief scientist for the project, I would like to
point out that Pl-in-a-box is actually a collab-
oration between NASA's Ames Research Cen-
ter and the Man-Vehicle Laboratory in the
Center for Space Research at the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology. Much of the
software and all of the special hardware re-
quired for the project were designed, fabri-

cated, and tested at MIT.

Lyman R. Hazelton
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.
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