PRICE p;
|5¢ /

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

\| |/
\| |/

4 THE WEEKLY SUMMARY OF CURRENT SCIENCE e

July 20, 1940

g Fire Fighter

See Page 36

A SCIENCE SERVICE PUBLICATION

\
\"

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

®
www.jstor.org




34

Do You Kisow?

A Mexican firm plans to make a prod-
uct similar to Bakelite from a cactus.

Ancient Rome observed rigid and de-
liberate ceremonies before declaring war.

Glaring headlights may blind a driver
or pedestrian as long as three seconds,
tests show.

Young mallard ducks can swim a third
of a mile when they first leave the nest,
Michigan conservationists state.

Salt or vinegar will not set colors in
cotton goods prepared with the modern
dyes, says an extension clothing specialist.

Why a robin has to tug for an earth-
worm: the worm’s body has nearly 1,000
hook-like bristles that can grip the earth.

A new Swedish method of impregnat-
ing timber with arsenic is believed satis-
factory for making spruce wood resistant
to decay and insects.

Recent Aearing tests indicate that about
one person in 235 has trouble hearing in
an auditorium, and one in 400 has diffi-
culty over the telephone.

A relief map of the United States 32
by 20 feet, completed by WPA workers,
is called the largest accurate three-di-
mensional map of the country.

Giving suitable intelligence tests to
Australian natives, a psychologist found
some much brighter than others, and the
brightest with apparently high intelli-

gence.
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AERONAUTICS

How can a diesel airplane engine be given
extra power for takeoff 7 p. 41.
ANTHROPOLOGY

How has the conquest of Czechoslovakia
harmed American Indians? p. 40.

BOTANY

Do 4big plants always come from big seeds?

p. 47.

BOTANY—PHOTOGRAPHY

Who developed the new time-lapse camera
for amateurs ? p. 34.

FORESTRY

Vg(}ily is 1940 likely to see many forest fires?
p.

GENERAL SCIENCE

What effect is the war having on science
meetings ? p. 37.

. How have recent world events affected our
ideas of progress? p. 46.

By what device can scientific knowledge be
made more easily available for national de-
fense? p. 47.

GEOLOGY

Hﬁw were Greenland's cliffs lifted high?

p. 41.

IDENTIFICATION

. Must fingerprinting always be a smudgy
job? p. 38.

MEDICINE

What newly discovered reaction may aid
in diagnosis of cancer? p. 35.

How is the new ivy poisoning preventive
made? p. 35.

What is a “hormone bank’? p. 39.

What lessons can surgeons learn from war ?
p. 40.

QUESTIONS DISCUSSED IN THIS ISSUE

Most articles which appear in SCIENCE NEWS LETTER are based on co
Service, or on papers before meetings. Where published sources are used they are referred

tions to Sci

H(l)w does a knockout blow affect the brain?
p. 41.
What chemical promises a cure for bubonic
plague? p. 44.
How are protein molecules’
used in diagnosing disease? p. 4
PHYSIOLOGY
. Why are vitamin C and tuberculosis now
linked in physiological reasoning? p. 44.
PHYSICS
Who have received a patent on making
artlﬁclal_radioactive elements ? p. 45.
What is the fulchronograph? p. 37.
PHYSICS—MEDICINE
Where will a new
medical purposes? p.
PLANT PATHOLOGY
What insecticide prevents a f i
in tobacco? p. 40. a fungus disease
PLANT PHYSIOLOGY
Vgxat effect does riboflavin have on plants?

wanderings

‘flyclotron be built for

p.
PSYCHIATRY

How much electricity is used in the new
shock treatment for mental illness? p. 42.
PSYCHOLOGY

How can whittling help prevent forest
fires? p. 36.

.In what way will punch cards speed na-
tional defense? p. 88.
PUBLIC HEALTH

How is relapsing fever contracted? p. 40.
ZOOLOGY

_Where are antelopes no bigger than rab-
bits 7 p. 40.

Rubber furniture, manufactured from
latex, is reported as new.

A skyscraper built in 1930 required
about 259 less steel than one of the
same size built in 1912.

About one person in 18 is badly poi-
soned by ordinary contact with poison
ivy, and resistance seems to run in fami-
lies, says a botanist.

By ingenious practice equipment, Ger-
man parachute soldiers are taught with-
in a few feet of ground to jump and land
as though from great height.

Japan is producing glycerine from
hardened sardine oil.

There are nearly 55,000 licensed ama-
teur radio operators in this country.

A type of European corn borer now
spreading in New York State produces
two broods a season instead of one.

The Southwest Museum has an In-
dian basket with three dromedaries
woven into its design—a relic of the at-
tempt of U. S. government officials to
introduce these desert beasts into the
Southwest nearly a century ago.
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