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trical devices, for instance. Induction of
the scientists and their assignment back
to their old work is not possible under
Army regulations because it is an Army
rule not to station such men in uniform
in Washington.

In du Pont’s 30 research laboratories
scattered throughout the country about
20%, of the technically trained men are
under 26 and all are “virtually irreplace-
able at the present moment.”

Detailed information was not obtain-
able as to what the Navy will do to keep
about 500 or more scientists under 26 at
work on some of the most important
war research in the nation. These young
men are civilians in the Naval Research
Labordtory, the Naval Ordnance Labora-
tory, and other Navy research establish-

MEDICINE

Scrence News LeTTER for April 22, 1944

ments. If the draft board pressure gets
too great, as it threatens, these scientists
will probably be given Navy commis-
sions. The only difference will be that
the tailors of Washington will be richer
by about $125,000 because of the $250
per commission uniform allowance. The
men will continue doing their present
essential jobs.

Among the dozen typical research
laboratories queried, only one had no
real under-26 draft problem. That was
the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn.,
where only one non-physician will te
affected, although most of the research
there by 35 physicians is on aviation
medicine or otherwise related to war
medicine.
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6-Hour Gonorrhea Cure

Sulfa-resistant disease in women can be eradicated
by a brief treatment with penicillin. Previously reported
successful cures have been in men.

» SULFA-DRUG-RESISTANT gono:-
rhea in women can be cured by peni-
cillin treatment in six hours, Dr. Alfred
Cohn, Dr. William E. Studdiford and
Dr. Isaak Grunstein, of New York, re-
port. (Journal, American Medical As-
sociation, April 15).

Previously reported successful peni-
cillin treatments of sulfa-drug-resistant
gonorrhea have been in cases in men.
The New York doctors treated 44 wom-
en, 42 of whom had not been cured
by at least two courses of sulfathiazole
treatment. The other two were hyper-
sensitive to sulfa drugs and were there-
fore given the penicillin.

“All 44 patients were apparently
cured by penicillin treatment,” the doc-
tors report.

PSYCHOLOGY

In one case a relapse occurred on
the second day after treatment was
stopped. This patient had received only
50,000 Oxford units of penicillin. After
further treatment with 100,000 units,
bacteriological tests showed she was
cured.

A total dosage of 75,000 units given
in three doses within six hours appears
to be a satisfactory scheme of treat-
ment. The penicillin is given by hypo-
dermic injection into the muscles and
the patients do not have to be in bed.

If further studies confirm these pre-
liminary ones, “it will be possible,”
the doctors state, “to control sulfona-
mide-resistant gonorrhea by one-day
treatment of ambulatory patients.”
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Summer Children Brighter

» THE POPULAR idea that the season
in which a child is conceived influences
his mentality has been exploded by Dr.
J. A. Fraser Roberts, director of the
Burden Mental Research Department,
Stoke Park Colony, Bristol.

Although it is an established fact that
summer children, whose birth months
are May to October, are brighter than
winter children, whose birth months are
November to April, it is the intelligence

of the parents and not the season which
accounts for this difference, Dr. Roberts
reports. (British Medical Journal, March
4

)Unfortunately for those who thought
that planning the season of birth would
produce more intelligent offspring, and
for those searching for conditions which
made certain seasons favorable and hop-
ing to create those conditions in other
seasons, Dr. Roberts’ studies demonstrat-
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ed the fallacy of these eugenic beliefs.

Intelligence tests were given to 244
pairs of Bath, England, children born
to the same parents, one in each case
being born in the winter and one in
the summer.

Although the summer children had a
slight edge over the winter group, the
difference between summer and winter
children of the same family were negli-
gible.

Scores made on tests taken by the
cleverest, median and dullest chosen
from the summer children were practical-
ly the same among the same group in
the winter children.
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