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Three Medical Successes

Boy with violin chest, man given up for dead now
well, and a blind woman who recovered enough sight to

sew, seen at Nutrition Clinic.

» Three cases from a medical report-
er’s notebook, recorded while visiting the
Nutrition Clinic at Hillman Hospital in
Birmingham, Ala.:

Mr. L., gaunt and waxy-white except
where the rash of pellagra darkened and
reddened his skin, sat in his front yard,
“expecting the end in two or three days.”
A nurse driving by saw from the road
how wretchedly ill he looked and asked
if he would not come to the hospital.
Mr. L. replied that it was no use, his
end was at hand. His daughter, how-
ever, overheard the conversation. In-
spired by the hope of help for her father,
she took him to the clinic. That was in
1936.

Today he walked spryly into the clinic
for a check-up. He feels and looks well
and has been working at the fishing
camp he runs ever since his discharge
from the hospital almost 10 years ago.
Vitamins and good diet saved him.

The doctors still see him regularly for
check-ups because he cooks for himself
and widowers who “bach it” do not al-
ways eat as well as they should.

George, a little Negro boy aged three,
has a condition so rare doctors today al-
most never see it. He is far more un-
usual than one of the upside-down stom-
ach children you have read about. He
is the boy with the violin chest.

With his shirt off, his malformed chest
above his pot belly really does look like
a fiddle, the sides curving in toward the
center and out again.

George has rickets in an unusually
severe form. But he is getting cod liver
oil now and he is going to get well.
When he first came to the clinic some
months ago, he was literally walking on
his uppers. His legs were so bowed that
the few steps he could take were made
on the tops of his feet. His legs are still
bowed but they have already straightened
enough so he can walk on the soles of
his feet and with fair speed.

“I can see well enough to do my sew-
ing now,” Mrs. M. declared trium-
phantly.

A few months ago she could not see
at all. Both her eyes looked as if cov-
ered by sheets of frosted glass. The eye
doctors decided they would have to be

removed and she had come to the hos-
pital for the operation.

It is by grace of riboflavin that she
still has both eyes and good vision in one.
After she had entered the hospital for
the operation, Dr. Tom Spies, director
of the Nutrition Clinic, and his staff
heard about her and saw her eyes. They
thought her blindness might have come
from lack of riboflavin. This is one of
the B vitamins and lack of it can lead
to severe eye trouble, among other dif-
ficulties.

So they asked to be allowed to treat
her with huge doses of the vitamin be-
fore the eyes were removed. They knew
it could not do any harm and they be-
lieved it might help.

They failed to save the sight of one
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eye. The condition had gone on too long
to be reversed. It is still frosted over and
sightless. But the other is now clear and
keen and Mrs. M. is happy in the ability
to do everything for herself, including

her own sewing and darning.
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Malaria Cases in Oregon
Traced to Soldier

> A 12-YEAR-OLD girl and a grown
woman living in a rural section of Oregon
have contracted malaria from a soldier
returned from the Southwest Pacific, Dr.
S. B. Osgood, health officer of Josephine
County, Ore., reported. (Journal, Amer-
ican Medical Association, June 16.)

These are the only cases of malaria oc-
curring in this rural Oregon area as far
back as medical records go, Dr. Osgood
states. Nevertheless, Dr. M. E. Corthell,
of Grants Pass, Ore., was so alert that
the diagnosis of malaria was made in the
first case within two hours of the time
the little girl came to his office.

She lived in an unscreened house which
was only partially finished and lacked

GETS RESULTS!—On the left, a deadly fungus known as late blight has

killed the plants. The row on the right has been sprayed with a new and

powerful fungicide known as Dithane. These healthy plants promise a good

crop, yielding over 100 bushels of potatoes per acre more than plots sprayed

with conventional fungicides. The new compound, carrying the forbidding

chemical name of diethylene sodium bisdithiocarbamate, is also proving
deadly to insects.
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