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For One Memorial Day

> MOST SUCH holidays are frankly
more celebrations of past victories than
a taking thought of the heroic dead.
July 4, our first national holiday, tells
its story in its official name: Indepen-
dence Day. We celebrate it by reproduc-
ing, as peacefully and safely as possible,
the noise and fire and smoke of battle.
November 11, Armistice Day, usually
called for a military parade. Presumably
we shall presently be celebrating V-E or
V-] Day, or both.

Only one of these holidays, however,
is given primarily to thoughts of those
who died for their country. That is
Memorial Day, celebrated in most of the
states on May 30, but still observed in
some of the states of the old Confed-
eracy on other dates of their own choos-
ing.

It is perhaps natural that this particu-
lar holiday should center its attention on
the dead rather than on the battles they
fought and the victories they won. In the
South there were the hardship and bit-
terness of defeat, but in the North there
was little rejoicing. In a civil war there
are no winners: all lose.
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A SCIENTIFIC STUDY
OF HIS METRODS

This book is for those who need to do ORIGINAL think.
ing, CLEAR thinking, THINKING WITH A PURPOSE.
Helps you to DISCOVER ideas, tells you how to DEVELOP
them! Explains clearly METHODS OF WORKING to get
RESULTS.

H. G. WELLS Writes To The Author . . . I took up your
book about a quarter to eight. At nine my parlour maid came
to ask if I wanted any dinner tonight. It is now close on to
midgight. But I realize now that your book is of the

UTMOST IMPORTANCE and I feel tremendously lit

up by it. .. Most respectfully yours,

H. G. w
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Science News LeTTER for May 25, 1946

While the different dates of Southern
Memorial Days may have resulted in the
first instance from unwillingness of the
losers to share the victors’ holiday, there
is another good reason in the ecology
of flowers. Most of the Memorial Days
in the South come earlier than May 30,
enabling people to have spring flowers
to place on the graves of the Confed-
erate soldiers. It is quite natural to have
an earlier date for this in, say, Georgia
or Texas than in Maine or Minnesota.

However, since an increasing propor-
tion of the flowers used on Memorial
Day, as well as on all other occasions,
are not home grown any longer, the
question of having a single agreed-on
date naturally suggests itself. It is a long
time now since Appomatox; in three
wars since then descendants of the wear-
ers of both Blue and Gray have fought
side by side, and have buried their dead
in hasty battlefield graves. That which
unites North and South today is many
fold stronger than the things that once
severed them. We are one in substance
now; only the symbols remain at vari-
ance. What could better symbolize that
unity than walking together to the
graves of those who died for their whole
country, with flowers in our hands?

Science News Letter, May 25, 1946

GENERAL SCIENCE

Scientists Must Learn
Politicians’ Characteristics

» SCIENTISTS, plunged into public af-
fairs through their concern over atomic
power control, will need to learn some-
thing of the mental adaptability and will-
ingness to compromise that characterize
the politician if they intend to continue
such participation, Dr. Isaiah Bowman,
president of the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, intimated in an address before the
first postwar meeting of the National
Academy of Sciences.

Such adjustments will not be easy for
many thorough-going scientists to make,
Dr. Bowman pointed out. Scientists are
accustomed to reaching clear-cut solu-
tions to their problems, and can prove
that their conclusions are right. If they
are right, compromise will be likely to
seem absurd, even immoral. Such logical
rigidity, desirable in science, can result
only in deadlocks if attempted in govern-
ment.

Science News Letter, May 25, 1946

Ethyl cleaner is a new synthetic, non-
inflammable petroleum product particu-
larly suitable for washing automobiles.
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JOHN DEWEY

Dean of American Philosophers

E are privileged to an-

nounce publication of a
new book by Professor John
Dewey, entitled

PROBLEMS OF MEN

Among living American
thinkers, none commands
greater respect than John

Dewey. This is because his
philosophy is no mere set of
abstruse abstractions, but is
deeply rooted in the life of
America, past and present.
Dewey's genius in linking
philosophy to the dynamic
realities of modern living is
discernible in every chapter
of PROBLEMS OF MEN.
Because a new volume by
Professor Dewey is a rare
event and because present
conditions necessitated a lim-
ited edition, we suggest that
you order your copy of PROB-
LEMS OF MEN now from your
bookseller or, if you wish,
directly from the publishers

by sending your remittance
of five dollars to

PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY
Publishers

15 East 40th Street, Dept. 35
New York 16, N. Y.
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