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Literacy Practice: The Cornell Note-Taking System
Directions: Use the following template when reading a Science News or Science News Explores article.  
 
In the “Notes” column, write down key information and facts. Remember, good notes are ones that you will use. They should include both main ideas and important details and definitions. You may want to use bullets or an outline format, along with meaningful abbreviations and symbols. 
 
Use the “Cues/Questions” column to write yourself related questions or note overarching themes you notice from your “Notes” column. This column should be used while you are still reading the article.  
 
When you are finished reading the article and writing in the two columns, spend at least five minutes reviewing your “Notes” and “Cues/Questions” and fill in or clarify any missing details, as necessary. Then, take a couple of minutes to write a one- or two-sentence summary of the captured content at the bottom of the page.
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