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Teacher Template: STEM Comics, called Wild Things
Use this lesson plan to learn about an article type called Wild Things that is published by Science News Explores in print and online. You can also access a lesson plan template that can be used with any Wild Things article. Note that all print Wild Things articles also appear online, where they contain Power Words (relevant vocabulary words) and are longer in length.

	What is a Wild Things article?
Wild Things articles use comic strips to communicate about science research studies on animals. Each Wild Things article has a short paragraph at the top that provides some context for the science research study and then contains a comic strip that explains how the scientists did their research and what their findings were.
 
How can you use Wild Things articles in the classroom?
Use Wild Things articles with students as an engaging format to learn about recent research findings about animals. Comics generally cover the experimental design of the research study and can therefore be used to introduce research design to students or to guide students in developing their own animal research study. Wild Things are especially helpful for visual learners or students with lower reading levels.
 
What is a literacy practice that can be used with this type of article?
A 3-2-1 literacy strategy can be helpful as a way for students to track what they’re learning from the comic strip. It can also be used to help students distill the main takeaways from a typical Science News or Science News Explores article so they can create their own STEM comic. Click here for an overview of the 3-2-1 literacy strategy.
 
Some example Technically Fiction articles include:
Tiger beetles weaponize sound to ward off bat predators
A panda stands out at the zoo but blends in the wild
Goldfish driving ‘cars’ offer new insight into navigation
These lemurs take nose-picking to a new level
Rats can bop their heads to a musical beat
Toothed whales use their noses to whistle and click
See how hummingbirds sneak through small spaces


Build your lesson plan based on a Wild Things article:

Step 1: Choose a Wild Things article that relates to a topic you teach

Open the latest print issue of Science News Explores to find the newest Wild Things article. Or browse the archive of Wild Things articles to find an article that highlights a topic you teach. Online articles are posted by publication date.


What article are you using? Paste the URL for the online version below.  
 
 
 
 
What is the main topic, concept or phenomena you want your students to take away? *Tip: Use the Power Words at the end of the online article to identify related topics that you may not have thought about initially. 




What are a couple of related topics that you want students to understand?  




How is this topic relevant to student experiences/interests? 






Step 2: Draw students into the Wild Things topic
 
Introduce students to the animal and topic of the Wild Things article. Ask students to take 10-15 minutes to brainstorm research studies that could be done with this animal. Ask them to work with a partner or in small groups to write a scientific question as a possible research study they could do on the given animal. You may want to have students consider the Regeneron International Science and Engineering science fair rules for vertebrate animals either before or after proposing their research study.  



Step 3: Have students read the article using a literacy practice

Teach students a literacy practice, such as the 3-2-1 literacy strategy. Then, have them read either the print or online Wild Things article while using the literacy practice. The 3-2-1 literacy strategy has students list three responses to one prompt, two responses to another prompt, and one response to a final prompt. The prompts for each section can vary based on what you’d like students to focus on. For this example, ask students to list 3 aspects of the experimental design of the research study, 2 findings from the study and 1 scientific question that the study asked.



Step 4: Have students read the article using a literacy practice

Have students create their own Wild Things comic strip based on an article from the Science News or Science News Explores archives. Ask them to choose an article and answer questions 1 through 5 below before creating their comic. Consider having students complete the 3-2-1 strategy on the article they choose before answering the questions below. Some example articles that focus on research studies done with animals are:
Giant rat border agents could help put a stop to wildlife poaching 
Putting vampire bats on treadmills revealed an energy-burning quirk 
To keep their pools clean, some tadpoles don’t poop for weeks 
Parrots may offer clues to how our intelligence evolved 
Hibernating bumblebee queens can survive days of watery submersion 
Swimming in schools lets fish save lots of energy 
These penguins nap 10,000 times a day, for seconds at a time 
At-home experiments shed light on cats’ liquid behavior 


1. What article will your STEM comic be based on?



2. What is the article’s main takeaway?



3. Visualize your characters and setting. What characters will you include? Where will the story take place?



4. What are key aspects of the experimental or engineering design from the study that you will include?



5. Briefly outline your STEM comic. Write out a beginning, a middle and an end for the story. What pieces of information are you focusing on from the source article for each section?
 
Beginning:
 
Middle:
 
End:
 
6. Use the storyboard template to make a rough draft of your comic. Use at least six panels to tell your story but include as many panels as necessary to make the tale engaging.
	[image: A blue text on a black background

Description automatically generated]
	© Society for Science 2000–2025. All rights reserved.
	[image: A blue text on a black background

Description automatically generated]
	© Society for Science 2000–2025. All rights reserved.
image2.png
ScienceNewsLearning




image3.svg
                      


image1.png
ﬁSOCIETY FOR SCIENCE




