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Student Worksheet: Cancer patterns in younger generations
Directions: Cancer is typically a disease of older people. But since the 1990s, rates of early onset cancer have been rapidly increasing globally.
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Graph Questions
1. Of the different cancers analyzed, which two types of cancer show the steepest rate of increase among younger groups?
a. pancreatic and renal
b. pancreatic and intestinal
c. intestinal and thyroid
d. intestinal and renal


2. Of the different types of cancer studied, which shows the steepest decline in mortality?
a. thyroid
b. kidney/renal
c. small intestine (intestinal)
d. pancreatic


3. Between 1970 and 1990, which type of cancer exhibited both an increase and a decrease (and is now increasing again) in mortality?
a. thyroid
b. kidney/renal
c. small intestine (intestinal)
d. pancreatic


4. Why do you think the answer to #3 has decreased and then increased again?
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Cancer rates rising among the young

Using data from millions of US. patients, scientists examined cancer
diagnoses and related deaths recorded from 2000 to 2019. After
grouping patients into birth cohorts based on the year they were
born, they calculated the relative rate of cancer among people in
certain age groups versus those born in 1955, the midpoint of their
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‘They found that rates of 17 cancers have increased steadily,
especially among younger groups. The steepest increases involve
intestinal and pancreatic cancers, diseases traditionally seen in
older populations.
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