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Student Worksheet: Ecosystem portrait
Under the Snow
For homework, read the introduction of Science News Explores article, “There’s life beneath the snow — but it’s at risk of melting away” before reading the section titled “A natural igloo.” Answer the associated questions.

1. What is the subnivium?



2. How does the author of this article describe the subnivium? Think about the literary devices used in the article. Be specific and provide examples of each.



3. Why do you think it’s important that the author uses these literary devices in the article?



4. List some things you learned about the subnivium from this section of the article.



5. What was the purpose of the first two sections of the article?


Under the Microscope
For homework, read the next two sections of the Science News Explores article, “There’s life beneath the snow — but it’s at risk of melting away.” These sections are titled “The subniveal neighborhood” and “An ecosystem gone cold.” Answer the associated questions.

1. What is the focus of “The subniveal neighborhood”?



2. What type of language does the author use to describe the focus of “The subniveal neighborhood?” Be specific and provide examples.



3. What is the focus of “An ecosystem gone cold”?



4. How does focusing on this topic help teach the reader about the subnivium?


Under Fire
For homework, read the last two sections of the Science News Explores article, “There’s life beneath the snow — but it’s at risk of melting away.” These sections are titled “Hotter and colder” and “Finding refuge for the cold.” Answer the associated questions.

1. What is the focus of the last two sections of the article?



2. Why do you think it is important for the reader to know about the subnivium as an ecosystem prior to reading these sections of the article?



3. What organisms does the author focus on in the “Hotter and colder” section of the article? Why do you think the author focuses on these organisms?



4. What was the concluding message, or call to action, for the reader of this article?



5. If you were to create an educational flyer or social media post about an ecosystem, what ecosystem would you address? What would your concluding message, or call to action, be for the reader?


Ecosystem Portraits
Discuss the Science News Explores article, “There’s life beneath the snow — but it’s at risk of melting away” as a class. During the discussion, identify what characteristics you would need to include to teach the public about an ecosystem of your choice. Record each identified characteristic below.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Create a flyer or social media post about an ecosystem of your choice. This flyer or social media post must address all of the characteristics identified above. If you select a social media post, it must be a multi-part post. For example, it could be a storyboard for a Tik-Tok, a thread for X, or a carousel for Instagram. It cannot be a single image with a short description as a short social media post cannot cover all required characteristics.
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