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Student Worksheet: Are cutbacks cutting our future?
Directions: In 2025, the Trump administration froze or terminated more than 3,800 research grants from the National Institutes of Health and the National Science Foundation. The roughly $3 billion in cuts targeted initiatives related to diversity, equity and inclusion; environmental protection; vaccine hesitancy; public health and more.
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Graph Questions
1. Which organization has had more money cut from its funding, NIH or NSF?



2. For NSF budget cuts, what is the largest category of budget cuts?



3. Many research topics have been affected by budget cuts. Choose the answer below that correctly orders the topics from least affected to most affected.
a. epidemiology, cell biology, health disparities, neuroscience
b. neuroscience, health disparities, epidemiology, cell biology
c. cell biology, epidemiology, health disparities, neuroscience
d. health disparities, cell biology, epidemiology, neuroscience


4. What impact do you think cutbacks to scientific research will have on future medicine and technology? Be sure to include at least two examples of issues.
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Cuts that reshaped U.S. science
As of November 2025, NIH has seen about $2.3 billion in unspent funds across nearly 2,500

grants frozen or terminated. At NSF, over 1,300 grants had about $700 million in unspent
funds cut. The chart below estimates how these cuts have affected all research areas
supported by both agencies While this doesn’t capture the full extent of government cuts —
science-focused agencies such NASA, NOAA and the EPA aren’t included — it does highlight
the breadth of the reductions and the ripple effects likely to be felt throughout the scientific

community for years to come.

Impact of NSF and NIH grant cuts by focus area

Shown by funds remaining to be spent on terminated and frozen grants divided by the median
remaining amount as of November. Click on a granting agency to expand the graphic; mouse over

subject areas for more detail.
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Source: Grant Witness + Visualization: C. Crockett
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