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Student Worksheet: Features of future technology
Directions: For homework, read the introductory paragraphs of the Science News Explores article, “Get a sneak peek at the tech you may use in the future,” and answer the first set of questions. In class, you will be assigned one of five pieces of developing technology from the article. You will first read through the section of the article relating to your assigned piece of technology, then work with a group to answer the second set of questions about it.


Brainstorming technology
1. What piece of technology do you value most? What do you use it for? How does it make your life easier?



2. Based on your example, how would you define “a piece of technology”?



3. Think of a process or routine you go through every day that could be improved by technology. What would your proposed piece of technology look like? What would the purpose of it be?



4. Read the introductory paragraphs of the Science News Explores article, “Get a sneak peek at the tech you may use in the future.” What are the five pieces of future technology highlighted in the future-forward morning routine?



5. Now that you’ve read the introduction to the Science News Explores article, write a paragraph in a similar descriptive style about how your proposed piece of technology from question 3 would impact a moment or a routine in your life.


Breaking down the technology
1. What is your piece of technology and what does it do?



2. What purpose does your piece of technology serve, and how does it impact everyday life?



3. Describe, to the best of your ability, how your technology improves on currently existing technology.



4. What aspects of your technology are currently usable? What are the existing limitations or challenges that still need to be overcome?



5. What field(s) of science were likely involved in creating your piece of technology? Name at least one way in which scientists could use (or did use) collaboration across fields to produce the technology.



6. Name at least one core science concept that was used to build or is demonstrated in your piece of technology.
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