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Student Worksheet: The Okefenokee’s outlook
Directions: Answer the questions on your student worksheet and read parts of the Science News Explores article “The Okefenokee’s dark waters hold secrets about climate and more” as directed.


What’s a wetland?
Work with a partner or small group to define each of the terms below using your own words. Use resources as needed and clearly explain the unique characteristics and differences between each term.
 
1. Wetland:


 
2. Swamp:



3. Floodplain:



4. Marsh:



5. Bog:


 
6. Fen:


 


Introducing the Okefenokee 
Read the introduction and the section titled “Beneath the surface” in the Science News Explores article “The Okefenokee’s dark waters hold secrets about climate and more” and answer the questions below.
 
1. Why do you think scientists consider the Okefenokee a bog? Why is it important to make that distinction?



2. What is the Okefenokee’s relationship with the carbon cycle? Describe how the Okefenokee functions as a carbon sink.



3. How can the Okefenokee tell us about the past?



4. Along with being a carbon sink, how else does the Okefenokee interact with the environment?



Peat as a sink
Read the section titled “Threatened by neighbors?” in the Science News Explores article “The Okefenokee’s dark waters hold secrets about climate and more” and answer the questions below.

1. Despite the Okefenokee’s status as a National Wildlife Refuge, it is still under threat. Why is this?



2. Based on the Okefenokee’s role in creating peat and acting as a carbon sink, what would demolishing the Okefenokee do to surrounding ecosystems?


 
3. Based on the Okefenokee’s role in flood and drought mitigation, what would demolishing the Okefenokee do to surrounding ecosystems? 


 


Poison the water 
Read the section titled “Poison the water” in the Science News Explores article “The Okefenokee’s dark waters hold secrets about climate and more” and answer the questions below. 
 
1. Why do you think animals in the Okefenokee have high mercury levels? 


 
2. Why would alligators be a good indicator for mercury levels? 


 
3. Why is it important that people monitor the mercury levels in the Okefenokee? 


 
Friends of the Okefenokee 
Read the sections titled “Friends in other places” and “The People of the Okefenokee” in the Science News Explores article “The Okefenokee’s dark waters hold secrets about climate and more” and create a conservation campaign for the Okefenokee or another ecosystem that is currently under threat. This conservation campaign should contain information that conveys why the ecosystem is ecologically important or why the ecosystem’s health is essential for sustaining human life. While campaigns can take any form, they can include poems, short stories, infographics, illustrations, comic strips and videos.
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