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Student Worksheet: Debate your AI use
AI questions 
Read the Science News Explores article “Explainer: What is generative AI?” and answer the questions below.
1. How do you use AI in your day-to-day life? How do you use it for school-related tasks?



2. What is generative AI and how is modern generative AI different from other forms of AI? 



3. What does AI use to “learn” information? 



4. How does AI use maps to generate responses? 



5. Why is it important to understand that AI does not actually learn like humans do, and that it cannot understand language or images, for example? 



6. Why is it important that generative AI is given rules and filters? Do these rules and filters solve all potential problems with using AI? Explain. 



7. Based on what you learned about AI from the Science News Explores article “Explainer: What is generative AI?” and your observations, how do you think AI should be used in a school setting? Would your recommendation differ based on the class? Why or why not? 



8. What does it mean when a technology is used in an ethical way? 



9. What ethical issues do you foresee with AI? How might these ethical issues be addressed? What communities could potentially be hurt by AI use?



Debate preparation
After discussing the background questions, form the debate motion as instructed by your teacher. Once your teacher has assigned you a debate team, answer the following questions with your team. As a reminder, you do not have to agree with your debate team’s perspective to be a contributing member of the team. Use this time to find evidence that can be used during the debate to support your team’s perspective, strengthen your arguments and write your opening and closing statements. Once you receive the debate questions from the moderators, prepare your debate answers.

1. Review the debate structure and assign a role to each member of your group. 
 
Pro opening statement – 3 minutes
Con opening statement – 3 minutes
Moderators present question 1 – 1 minute
Pro answer – 2 minutes
Con answer – 2 minutes
 
Caucus (both teams formulate their rebuttals) – 5 minutes
Pro rebuttal – 4 minutes
Con rebuttal – 4 minutes
Moderators present question 2 – 1 minute
Con answer – 2 minutes
Pro answer – 2 minutes

Caucus (both teams formulate their rebuttals) – 5 minutes
Con rebuttal – 4 minutes
Pro rebuttal – 4 minutes
Con closing statement – 3 minutes
Pro closing statement – 3 minutes


Opening statement speaker: 	________________________________________
Speaker answering question 1: 	________________________________________
Rebuttal speaker 1: 			________________________________________
Speaker answering question 2:	________________________________________
Rebuttal speaker 2:			________________________________________
Closing statement speaker:		________________________________________
 


2. The opening statement of a debate often explains the debate team’s perspective on the motion and uses evidence to back up the claim. Using data, draft an opening statement for your team.



3. Rebuttals are used in debate to point out flaws in the opposing team’s argument. How will your team fact-check the opposing debate team? 



4. During the caucus, debate teams will discuss the flaws in their opponents’ answer and formulate their rebuttal. How will your team share information and formulate the rebuttal in five minutes? 



5. The closing statement presented in a debate should reiterate the most important points of your argument, including the rebuttals. What information will your team use in the closing statement? How will your team craft/modify the closing statement during the debate? 



Debate day
Before starting the debate, your teacher will give you directions. Remember that the moderators will be keeping time and will let you know how much time you have to speak. When the moderators show a yellow paper, you have 30 seconds remaining. You must stop speaking when the moderators show a red paper. Throughout the debate, listen for any factual errors and weak arguments that your team can counter with a rebuttal. When the moderators determine the winner, they will explain which points provided by each team informed their decision.



Middle ground
Following the debate, you will participate in a discussion to find a solution that addresses both arguments presented for and against AI use. The goal of this discussion should be to create a policy for ethical AI use in the science classroom.
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