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Student Worksheet: Cats and their ancient 9 lives
[bookmark: _Hlk181891058][image: ]Directions: Like a toy on a string, the timing of cat domestication has been a moving target. Now researchers have pounced on a new timeline suggesting that tame descendants of African wildcats left the continent more recently than realized.
Graph Questions
1. According to the Cats’ tale timeline above, which category of cat is the oldest?
A. Ancient European wildcats
B. Ancient wildcat in Sardinia
C. Ancient domesticated cats in Europe

2. When did ancient domesticated cats first appear in Europe?



3. What evidence exists that supports the presence of cats in ancient Egypt? Please give at least two examples of evidence.
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Cats’ tale

This roughly 13,000-year-long timeline of cat dispersal from Africa
suggests that domesticated cats (yellow circles) were introduced to
Europe no earlier than about 2,000 years ago. Before then, cats that
associated with humans in Europe were in fact European wildcats
(green circles), not domesticated cats, a new genetic analysis of
ancient cats shows. Cats were first domesticated from African
wildcats, and showed up in places like Egypt (top part of the timeline,
no circles denoting those cats) before they dispersed to Europe.
Wildcats from northwestern Africa (orange circle) were independently
introduced to Sardinia and founded the island’s present-day wild
population.
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